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TO  THE 
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RE  A  D  E  R 


r  v  . 

THE  Manufcript  of  this  Work 
was  put  into  my  Hands,  by 
my  late  Friend  the  Author,  who,  at 
that  Time,  gave  me  ftrong  Reafons 
for  not  printing  it ;  which  Reafons 
being  now  at  an  End  ;  I  have  care- 
fully  read  it;  and  finding  it  contain, 
fo  much  good  Senfe,  found  Learning, 
and  the  ft ri cleft  Regard  for  Truth ;  I 
think  it  would  be  inexcufable  to  de¬ 
prive  the  World  of  fo  valuable  a 

Prefent. 


Prefent.  This  is  the  Motive  which 
makes  me  confider  it  as  my  Duty  to 
print  it :  and  I  make  no  doubt  but 
the  Reader  will  be  entirely  of  my 
Opinion,  when  he  has  had  the  Satif- 
fadtion  of  peruling  it.  I  lhould  in¬ 
form  him  it  was  occafioned  by  the 
Bilhop  of  Si.  David's  Tradt  on  the 
fame  Subjedh 
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A 

DISSE  RTAT I O  N, 

MR,  Woolfton  In  the  impious  Trea¬ 
ties  he  has  lately  publifhed  upon 
the  Miracles  of  our  blefled  Saviour, 
afferts  that  what  is  recorded  of  them  by  the 
Evangelifts,  is  not  to  be  underflood  in  the  li¬ 
teral  Meaning,  but  as  only  prophetical  and 
parabolical  Narratives  of  what  will  be  myfte- 
rioufly  done  by  Jefus.  The  Bifhop  of  St,  Da¬ 
vid's  in  anfvwering  his  fcurrilous  Libels,  hav¬ 
ing  a  juft  Indignation  at  his  Manner  of  treat¬ 
ing  our  mod  holy  Religion, when  he  comes  to 
the  Devils  entering  into  the  Herd  of  Swine 
runs,  it  may  be,  into  a  contrary  Miftake,  by 
keeping  too  clofe  to  the  Letter  of  the  Story 
and  has  more  embarrafled  himfelf  in  fuppo- 
fing  our  Saviour  to  have  u  buffered  about  three 
Devils  to  enter  into  each  Hog?  p,  i  59.” 
than  if  he  had  quite  excluded  the  Devil  from 
having  any  Thing  really  to  do  in  the  whole 
Affair.  This  indeed  would  have  been  deny.. 

B  ing 
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ing  the  Reality  of  diabolical  Poffeffions ;  and 
whether  the  Bifhop  might  have  done  fo  wkh 
Juftice  and  Truth*  is  the  Subjedt  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Treatife,  And  here  I  muff  warn  my 
Reader  not  to  expedi  Certainty  or  Demon- 
ff  ration ;  the  Nature  of  the  Subjedt  being 
inch,  that  probable  Conjedture  is,  I  think, 
all  it  will  admit  of.  The  moff  I  pretend  to 
is  to  produce  fuch  Proof  as  may  engage  the 
Mind  to  judge  the  Proportion  I  advance  to  be 
true  rather  than  the  contrary. 

That  there  may  be  a  great  many  different 
Ranks  and  Orders  of  Spiritual  Beings,  is  a 
Proportion  which  has  nothing  in  it  beyond 
our  Belief  or  contradidtory  to  our  dear  and 
diftindt  Knowledge.  It  may  be  there  is  a 
greater  and  fuller  Variety  in  the  fpiritua!,  and 
greater  Difference  from  one  another,  than  in 
the  animal  Creation,  But  then  it  muff  be 
acknowledged  that  our  natural  Reafon,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  vaft  Extent  of  the  Penetra¬ 
tion  and  Elevation  of  our  Thoughts,  ffop3 
fhcrt  here,  that  our  Underftanding  affords 
us,  at  mold,  but  a  bare  Conjecture  5  and  that 
we  can  know  nothing  certainly  in  this.  Par¬ 
ticular  but  by  a  divine  Revelation.  Thefe 
Spirits,  whatever  Sorts  or  Kinds  they  are  of, 

vyhe- 
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whether  good  or  bad,  are  beyond  die  Difco- 
very  of  am  Underftandings ;  oor  natural  Fa¬ 
culties  as  much  fail  us  in  finding  out  wherein 
they  differ  from  us,  as  from  one  another ; 
and  their  Nature,  Power  and  Condition,  are 
equally  beyond  the  Difcovery  of  Reafon. 

Thus  bounded  are  our  .natural  Faculties  5 
and  the  Affiftance  divine  Revelation  has  af¬ 
forded  us,  is  not,  perhaps,  fo  great,  as  feme 
Gentlemen  may  imagine.  As  to  evil  fpiritual 
Beings,  which  is  the  Point  before  us3  the  Old 
Teflament  is  filent.  Such  Texts  as  may  be 
fuppofed  to  relate  to  any  fuch  Thing,  we 
fhall  by  and  by  have  a  more  convenient  Place 
to  take  Notice  of  All  the  Affiftance  we  are 
therefore  to  have  in  our  Knowledge  of  them, 
we  mu  ft  look  for  in  the  Name  St*  Jude 
(peaks  of  an  Order  of  £E  Angels  which  kept 
not  their  firft  Eftate,  but  left  their  own 
6€  Habitation,  and  are  referved  in  everlafting 
4C  Chains  under  Darknefs  unto  the  judgment 
of  the  great  Day  *”  And  St,  Peter  tells 
us  that  God  had  “  delivered  them  into 
t(  Chains  of  Darknefs,  to  be  referved  unto 
€£  judgment  JA  But  neither  of  thefe  ApofUes 
mention  any  Revelation  they  had  of  tins, 

B  2  which 
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which  is  frequent  in  Scripture  in  the  like 

Cafes.  I  fhould  therefore,  rank  this  Story  of 
the  fallen  Angels  with  what  the  former  of 
thefe  A  potties  tells  us  cf  Michael’s  difputing 
with  the  Devil,  and  with  St.  Paul’s  giving 
the  Names  of  Jaimes  and  Jambres  to  Pha¬ 
raoh’s  Magicians  *  which  are  owned  bv  all 
to  be  only  Opinions  which  were  current 
among il  the  Yews  at  that  Time.  But  if  we 
do  acknowledge  an  Order  of  evil  Spirits, 
(which  I  own  a  Scripture  Doctrine)  1  can¬ 
not  fee  But  that  we  muft  of  Kfeceffity  fup- 
pok  them  to  have  fallen  from  a  happy  State  *, 
for  we  cannot  conceive  of  an  infinite  good 
God, that  he  fhuold  create  a  Rank  of  Beings  in 
themfelves  evil,  or,  without  their  own  Fault, 

to  fuffer  Mifery.  But  over  and  above  this, 

</ 

we  have  in  the  New  Teftment  a  Devil  re- 
prefented  tons  as  “  the  God  of  this  Worlds, 
the  Pi  i nee  of  the  Power  of  the  Air  *fg 
and  the  whole  World  is  faid  to  be  cs  his,” 
and  every  7  hing  in  it  tC  at  his  Difpofal  j[.” 
But  whether  this  Devi!,  and  what  is  faid 
of  him,  is  to  be  underftood  literally  or 
metaphorically,  I  final  1  not  here  enquire,  but 

take 


*  z  Tim.  iii.  8. 
I  Mat,  iv.  9. 
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take  it  in  the  Bifhop  of  St.  David's  Senfe  * 
though  fC  ’tis  manifeft,”  fays  the  Dean  of 
Sarum,  <c  all  that  is  intended  in  Scripture, 
is  only  to  reprefent  that  State  of  Sin  and 
“  Guilt  Mankind  are  in  ;  to  let  them  know 
“  what  is  required  of  them  for  the  future,  in 
€€  Order  for  the  Recovery  out  of  it  ^.'s 

But  it  being  neither  my  Opinion  nor  In¬ 
tention  to  deny  the  Exigence  of  an  Order  of 
malignant  evil  Spirits,  fuch  as  are  called  De¬ 
vils,  let  us,  having  fuppofed  their  Being, 
fee  what  we  (hall  be  the  nearer  to  the  Point 

■  t 

of  their  poffeffing  Men.  I  believe  neither 
the  Bifhop  of  St.  David's  nor  the  Zealots  for 
the  Reality  of  Pofleffions,  are  for  making 
even  the  Prince  of  thefe  Spirits,  with  the 
Manichaeans  an  infinite  evil  Principle ;  but 
attribute  to  him  an  extenfive  Power  and 
Dominion.  It  is  impoffibie  for  us  to  know, 
as  I  have  already  taken  Notice,  uniefs  it  had 
been  revealed  to  us,  what  the  Power  either 
of  a  good  or  bad  Spirit  is ;  we  mu  it  not 
therefore  pretend  to  fet  Bounds  to  it,  or  to 
fay,  how  far  it  can  reach  and  no  farther. 
But  thefe  being  invifible  Agents,  I  think  we 
may  pronounce  of  them,  that  if  they  have 

any 


*  Origin  of  Moral  Evil,  p.  273, 
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any  Power  at  all  of  afting  upon  Matter,  the' 
we  fuppofc  it  to  be  no  greater  than  ours 
are  endued  with,  they  are  capable  of  per¬ 
forming  Things  furprifing  to  us,  fuch  as  are 
really  and  truly  Miracles ;  that  they  may  bring 
upon  Men  innumerable  Calamities,  and  de¬ 
ll  roy  Body  or  Life.  But  then  while  we 
fuppofe  that  they  can  a£l  upon  Matter,  or 
whatfoever  other  Powers  we  imagine  them 
indued  with,  we  muft  acknowledge  them  to 
depend  upon  the  fupreme  Being  ;  and  that 
whatever  they  are  im  powered  to  do,  mu  ft 
be  by  the  Permiffion  and  good  Will  of  God 
in  fuch  Manner  as  is  agreeable  to  him  in 
the  Adminiflration  of  the  Univerfe  -j\  And 

hence 

•f  And  this  feems  lobe  his  Lordfhip's  Opinion,  for  hav¬ 
ing  p.  8,  told  us  that  “  a  true  Miracle  is  properly  a  fupsr- 
61  natural  Operation,  difiigreeing  with  and  repugnant  to 
£t  the  ufual  Courfe  of  Things,  and  the  known  Laws  of  Na- 
“  tore,  either  as  to  the  Subjeft-Matter,  or  the  Manner  of 
its  Performance.'”  He  prefently  after  fays,  p  p,  “  Tho’ 
it  may  be  allowed  that  there  are  Beings  in  the  Spiritual 
u  World  that  are  capable  of  performing  Things  above  the 
‘•4  Power  of  Men,  and  therefore  amazing  to  Mankind  i  yet 
4>  k  is  juftly  denied,  that  any  created  Beings,  and  con fc- 
“  qoendy  Agents  of  a  limited  Power,  are  capable  of  per. 
“  forming  the  aforefaid  Power  and  real  Miracles,  either  thof* 
44  of  the  Matter  or  of  the  Manner ,  independently  of  God  ; 
(as  is  fuppofed  In  the  prefect  CafeJfuice^reat  as  their  Power 
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hence  it  mufl  follow,  that  if  thefe  Spirits  cto 
at  any  Time  perform  any  Thing  miraculous  ; 
if  they  bring  any  Calamity  upon  Mankind . 
it  mu  ft  be  by  the  immediate  Permiffion  of 
God,  who,  we  cannot  but  fuppofe,  has  re¬ 
ft  rained  their  adting,  and  given  them  Laws 
and  Bounds  which  they  cannot  pafs;  for 
every  fubordinate  intelligent  Agent  muft  be 
reftrained  by  him  from  altering  or  interpofing 
in  the  regular  Courfe  of  Things  in  this  lower 
World  J.  So  that  if  we  fuppofe  the  Calami* 
ties  the  Daemoniacs  in  the  Gofpels  fuffered* 
were  occalioned  by  the  real  Pofleffion  of  evil 
Spirits,  we  muft  acknowledge  them  to  be 
miraculous  Effedts  proceeding  from  the  im¬ 
mediate 

<r  is,  it  is  not  infinite,  and  therefore  cannot  perform  thofe 
‘‘  Operations,  either  as  to  the  Matter  or  the  Manner  of 
“  them ;  no  lefs  Power  than  what  is  infinite  being  able  to 
“  overcome  the  otherwife  infeperable  Difficulties  and  na» 

6‘  tural  Impoffibilities  that  attend  them.” 

/  / 

J  Or  as  his  Lordffiip  goes  on  and  argues,  p.  10.  **  t£ 
“  any  fpi ritual  Agents,  placed  in  different  Ranks  berween 
**  God  and  Mankind,  were  fuppofed  to  perform  fuch  mi- 
44  raculous  Actions  independently  of  God,  they  muff  like- 
44  wife  be  fuppofed  to  have  an  equal  Power  of  creating  and 
M  reftoring  with  God  himfelf,  and  therefore  not  to  be  in- 
44  ferior,  limited  and  created  Beings ;  which  is  contrary  to 
c<  the  very  Supposition  of  their  Nature,  and  is  fo  abfurd  as 
44  confeqeatially  to  introduce  a  Plurality  of  Beings  of  in- 
44  finite  Power,  and  therefore  of  Rival-Gods.” 
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mediate  Permiffion  of  God  $  and  that  there 
were  as  many  of  thefe  Miracles  as  Demoniacs. 
And  we  fhall  be  hard  put  to  it  to  find  any 
good  Reafon,  or  wife  End  or  Purpofe,  for 
which  God  fiiould  permit  fuch  a  Species  of 
Miracles  to  be  wrought  in  the  Gofpel  Age, 
and  to  be  fo  lavifh  of  them,  after  all  other 
Miracles,  and  even  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy, 
had  ceafed  in  his  Church  for  400  Years 
We  can’t  fay  that  God  made  ufe  of  Devils 
to  punifh  particular  Perfons  for  their  Sins  - 
for  befides  that  there  is  no  Reafon  why  they 
(hould  be  fo  punifhed  in  that  Age  more  than 
in  any  other,  we  find  Infants  amongft  thefe 
Demoniacs,  who  could  have  no  Sins  of 
their  own  to  be  punifhed  for,  and  that  in 
fnch  an  extraordinary  Manner,  Mat.  xvii.  x80 

But  to  leave  this  diy  Reafoning;  let  us 
inquire  how  the  Jews  came  by  their  Notion 
of  PofTeffions,  and  how  we  are  to  to  under- 
ftand  our  Saviour’s  Miracles  of  curing  the 
Demoniacs,  particularly  the  Miracle  which 
occafioned  thefe  Refledions,  which  has 
flronger  Marks  of  a  real  Pofieffion  than 
any  of  the  reft. 

Dr* 

*  We  cannot  conceive  it  (fays  Bifnop  Lcng.  p.  415.)  to 
be  a  Thing  becoming,  or  worthy  of  the  divine  Majdly,  to 
%vork  a  Miracle  for  no  End  or  Purpofe  at  all. 
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Dr.  Prideaux,  Part  1. 1.  6.  having  obferved 
that  the  Babylonifh  Captivity  cured  the  Jews 
of  their  Idolatry,  fays,  cc  that  they  would 
€t  have  been  unblamable  therein,  had  they 
€c  not  over  done  it  by  adding  corrupt  Tra- 
€C  ditions  of  their  own  deviling,”  Amongft 
the  Traditions  the  Do&or  alludes  to,  I  take 
it,  was  their  Opinion  of  the  Devil’s-  exer- 
cifing  a  very  extenfive  Power. 

It  is,  I  think,  clear  that  the  Jews  had 
no  fuch  Belief  before  the  Captivity  :  Thofe 
Texts  in  the  Old  Teflament,  which  may, 
perhaps,  at  firft  Sight  feem  to  favour  fuch 
an  Opinion,  have  a  quite  different  Thing  in 
View.  Our  Tranflators  do  indeed  render 
the  Word  Searim,  Setrtm ,  or  Sehirim ,  Lev. 
xvii.7. —  2  Cron.  xi.  15.  and  Pf.  106.  37. 
by  Devils .  But  the  Paffage  in  Leviticus 
plainly  relates  to  the  Idolatries  the  Ifraelites 
had  been  guilty  of ;  as  that  in  the  Chronicles 
does  to  Jeroboam' s  Calves  5  and  that  in  the 
Pialms  to  the  Idols  they  had  facrificed  their 
Sons  and  Daughters  unto.  Now  we  no 
where  find  *  that  they  ever  worshiped 
Devils,  or  any  evil  Spirits.  The  Greeks, 

C  Romans, 

*  Notwithftanding  whai  his  Lordfoip  has  faid,  p.  158. 
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Romans,  and  other  Nations,  did  indeed, 
in  after  Times,  worfhip  the  Eumenides, 
Parcas,  Furiae,  Diras*  Ultrices,  and  fuch 
like  Divinities,  to  avert  their  Malice,  and 
keep  them  from  doing  them  Harm  ;  But  we 
have  no  Reafon  to  believe  from  any  Thing 
we  meet  with  in  Scripture,  that  the  Jews 
were  ever  infedted  with  that  Idolatry.  God 
frequently  upbraids  them  by  his  Prophets 
for  worfhiping  cs  the  Hod  of  Heaven, 
the  Gods  of  the  Amorites,  &c.  Idols 
“  which  had  Mouths  and  fpoke  not,  &c." 
bat  no  where  with  the  Worfhip  of  any 
evil  Being,  which  one  can't  conceive  but  he 
would  have  done,  had  they  been  guilty  of 
any  fa ch  Thing.  And  whofoever  confiders 
the  Story  of  Aaron's  and  Jeroboam's  Calves, 
which  Idolatry  is  particularly  alluded  to  in 
the  Places  before  us,  will  never  be  able  to 
bring  himfelf  to  believe  that  they  were  made 
to  reprefent  Devils,  or  any  evil  Being,  but 
that  God  who  had  brought  them  out  oj  the. 
Land  of  Egypt ,  But  the  fame  Word,  as  it 

is  ufed  by  Ifaiah  xiih  21.  and  xxxiv,  14. 

where 

*  The  Dir  a;  are  placed  by  Virgil  by  the  Throne  of  Jove, 
from  whence  they  were  fent  to  punifh  Men, 

Ha  Jo^vis  ad  Solium  faviq\  in  Limine  Regis. 

Js\puf  e at,  JEn.  xii.  ver.  S  4 9 . 
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where  our  Tranllators  have  rendered  it  Sa* 
tyrs ,  does,  I  think,  plainly  (hew  what  we 
are  tounderftand  by  it.  The  Prophet  in  the 
firft  of  thofe  Places  foretelling  the  Ruin  and 
Deflation  of  Babylon ;  in  the  other,  of 
Idumaea,  fays,  that  they  fhall  be  an  Habi¬ 
tation  for  doleful  Creatures ;  and,  amon^ 
c tliers  of  that  Kind,  for  the  Seiri ?ny  which 
Word  properly  fignifies  Goats,  and  ought  fo 
to  be  interpreted  in  thofe,  and  the  other 
Places  where  the  Idols  of  the  Heathen  are 
alluded  to,  they  worfliiping  their  ^  Deities 
under  the  Form  of  Goats,  and  other  Piloll, 
which  every  one  knows  who  is  but  the 
lead  acquainted  with  their  Idolatries.  And 
accordingly  the  Seventy  render  the  PafTage  in 
Leviticus  by  pxTxtoc,  Vanitates,  which  agrees 
well  enough  with  fuch  Idols,  And  a^ain 
the  Place  in  the  Chronicles  bv  m?  stJuXoi?  *cu 
tois  puTotiQig^  Idolis  &  Vanitatibus. 

But  there  is  another  Word  which  our 
Tranflators  have  likewife  rendered  by  Devils ; 
it  is  Schedim  $  we  meet  with  it  Dent,  xxxii, 
17.  where  Moles  fpeaks  likewife  of  the  Ido¬ 
latries  the  jews  had  provoked  God  with. 
But  this  Word,  as  is  generally  agreed,  iai- 

C  2  ports 
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ports  as  much  as  Perdi tores ,  or  V ajl a t or esf 
and  if  we  take  it  in  that  Senfe  meant  pro* 
perly  enough,  from  the  Effeft,  be  given  to 
the  Idols  the  Children  of  Ifrael  had  wor¬ 
shiped,  they  leading  thofe  who  paid  them 
any  Adoration,  into  the  greatest  Perdition 
and  Mifery.  But  *c  fome,  fays  Patrick, 
cc  think  they  are  called  Schedim  ironically, 

by  Way  of  Scorn,  the  true  Cod  being 
a  Schaddai,  the  omnipotent  and  all- Sufficient ; 
<c  and  thefe  called,  by  Way  of  Mockery, 
6 4  counterfeit  Gods,  who  had  no  Ptwer  to 
€(  help  their  Worfhipers,  nor  were  Sufficient 
<£  to  prefer ve  themfelves.”  Whichsoever  of 
thefe  Senfes  we  take  jhe  Word  in,  we  (hall 
have  no  Reafon  to  believe  Mofes  bad  any 
evil  Being  in  View.  But  the  learned  Reader, 
if  he  be  not  fatisfied  with  this,  may  turn 
to  Van  Dale  De  Origins  ac  ProgreiTu  idolo- 
latriae  et  Superflitionum,  c.  v.  where  he  will 
find  more  Things  in  favour  of  this  Opinion, 
than  I  have  either  Inclination  or  Time  to 
tranfcribe. 

But  the  Jews  were  no  Sooner  carried  cap* 
tive  to  Babylon,  than  they  imbibed  new 
Opinions,  and  received  Such  Principles  from 

Chai- 
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ckeifm,  as  they  were  not  before  acquainted 
with.  They  there  found  the  old  Magian 
Religion,  the  eftablifhed  Worfhip  ;  “  this 
<s  held  the  Being  of  two  firft  Caufes,  the 
u  firft  Light,  or  the  good  God,  who  was 
cc  the  Author  of  all  Good  $  and  the  other 
“  Darknefs,  or  the  evil  God,  who  was  the 
Author  of  all  Evil  This  they  em¬ 
braced  pretty  much  in  the  fame  Manner  as 
Zoroafter  foon  after  reformed  it,  who  hold¬ 
ing  as  they  did  the  Principle  of  Cl  a  One  fu- 
£t  preme  Being,  independent  and  felf-exifting 
££  from  all  Eternity,  taught  that  under  him 
fC  there  were  two  Angels,  one  the  Angel  of 
€c  Light,  who  is  the  Author  and  Director 
“  of  all  Good  ;  and  the  other  the  Angel  of 
4C  Darknefs,  who  is  the  Author  and  Dlrec- 
u  tor  of  all  Evil  J.”  And  being  once  pre¬ 
judiced  in  Favour  of  the  Exiftence  of  this 
evil  Angel,  to  avoid  making  him  an  infinite 
Being,  as  they  fuppofed  he  muft  have  been, 
if  he  had  been  able  in  his  own  Perfon  to 
produce  all  the  Evil,  both  natural  and  moral, 
which  is  vilible  in  the  World  :  They  ima¬ 
gined  he  had  a  Multitude  who  afled  in  Sub¬ 
ordination 
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ordination  to  one  another  under  him  ;  and 
obferving  the  abominable  Rites  and  Impie¬ 
ties  with  which  the  Heathens  worshiped 
their  Gods  and  Daemons,  they  concluded 
them  to  be  no  other  than  thefe  evil  Angels, 
and  from  their  being  worshiped  under  the 
Form  of  Goats,  Monkeys,  &c.  fuppofed  that 
they  had  appeared  to  their  Devotees  in  the 
Shape  and  Figure  of  thofe  Animals.  They 
ranged  them  in  the  fame  Order,  and  under 
the  fame  Denominations  as  the  Heathens  did 
their  Idols ;  and  understood  fuch  Paffages  in 
the  Old  Teftament,  as  related  to  the  Pagan 
Divinities  of  their  new  invented  evil  Beings, 
to  whom  they  gave  a  very  large  and  extern 
five  Power,  even  the  pofleffing  of  not  only 
fuch  Perfooc  as  we  may  fuppofe  punifhed  by 
God  for  their  Sins,  but  fuch  as  were  innocent, 
incapable  of  finning,  or  making  any  Trial 
of  their  Faith  Their  Pharifees,  and  the 
Talmudifts  their  Followers,  went  on,  im¬ 
proved  the  Superflition,  and  invented  mon- 
ftrous  idle  Tales  of  thefe  evil  Spirits,  and  de* 
vifed  fuch  ridiculous  Conceits  of  the  Manner 
in  which  they  were  generated,  as  would 

forfeit 
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furfeit  a  Reader  ;  and  having  from  thence 
conceived  a  Sort  of  Mongers  and  Prodigies^ 
fach  as  the  Onocentauri ,  Sirencs ,  Lamia,  &c. 
explained  the  prophetical  Writings  of  them, 
in  Places  where  the  Prophets  themfelves  never 
dreamt  of  any  fach  Things. 

The  Power  they  attributed  to  thefe  evil 
Spirits,  as  well  as  the  idle  Stories  they  told 
of  them,  could  not  but  be  too  grofs  a  Doctrine 
to  be  received  by  All,  efpecially  after  the 
Canon  of  Scripture  was  fettled,  and  they  had 
thofe  holy  Writings  read  and  explained  to 
them  in  their  Synagogues,  I  make  no  doubt 
but  they  who  fearched  fartheft  into  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Things,  oppofed  the  generally- received 
Opinion,  efpecially  that  of  Poffeffions.  They 
could  not,  it  may  be,  conceive  how  a  pure 
Ipiritual  Subftance  could,  without  the  Fer- 
miffion  or  Interpolation  of  God,  immediately 
aft  upon  Matter  5  they  could  not  but  fay 
that  this  was  not  according  to  the  known 
Laws  of  Nature ;  and  that  for  God  to  per¬ 
mit  it,  would  at  lead  be  Teeming  to  aft  in 
Concert  with  an  evil  Being  5  and  that  if  it 
could  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  a  Spirit  had  once 
entered  into  a  Man;  fuch  Perfon  mud  have 
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two  Principles  of  Adion  within  him  at  once, 
the  Devil  and  his  own  Soul,  which  mud 
ad  by  Turns,  or  both  together;  and  it  can’t 
well  be  conceived  that  a  Body  fo  aded  upon, 
could  fubfift  long ;  and  what  furpriftng  Ef¬ 
fects  muft  not  be  expeded  from  it  while  it 
did  ?  They  muft  have  expeded  that  thefe 
Devils,  though  finite,  fhould  have  done  a 
great  deal  of  Mi  (chief  which  they  did  not  do  $ 
that  fome  one  of  them  having  once  had  the 
Pofleffion  and  Power  over  a  human  Body, 
inftead  of  tormenting  the  Wretch,  fhould, 
as  when  he  informed  the  Serpent,  have  been 
for  advancing  the  Kingdom  of  Darknefs, 
have  prefered  new  Arguments  in  Behalf  of 
it,  and  debauched  the  Morals  of  the  People. 

I  can’t  help  conjeduring  that  this  gave  the 
firft  Rife  to  the  antienteft  Sed  amongft  the 
jews,  who  were  called  Sadducees.  It  fprung 
up,  it  is  certain,  foon  after  the  Return  from 
the  Babylonifh  Captivity,  and,  as  Dr.  Pri- 
deaux  tells  us  of  the  ProfefTors  of  it,  ce  at 
tl  firft  they  were  no  more  than  what  the 
iC  Karraites  are  now,  that  is,  they  would 
u  not  receive  the  Traditions  of  the  Elders, 
<£  but  ftuck  to  the  written  Word  only.  And 
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a  as  long,  fays  he,  as  they  proceeded  no  far* 

u  ther,  they  were  In  the  right;  but  after- 
wards  they  imbibed  other  Doctrines 
Amongft  thefe  Traditions  of  the  Elders, 
which  they  rejected,  I  fuppofe  was  the  Doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Being  and  Power  of  evil  Angels, 
jofephus,  who  beft  underftood  this  Sedt, 
having  himfelf  made  a  Trial  of  it,  (beginning 
of  his  Life)  fays,  t£  that  they  were  for  the 
a  mod  Part  Men  of  Quality  j  and  as 
fuch,  it  may  be,  they  were  not  fo  likely  to 
fwallow  Soperftitions  received  by  the  Vulgar. 
It  is  certain  that  one  of  the  principal  Points 
they  are  charged  with,  is  the  denying  the 
Being  of  Angels  and  Spirits.  It  may  be,  at 
firft,  (for  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  their  Opi¬ 
nions  fprung  up  all  together,  and  at  once,) 
they  only  denied  what  was  generally  received 
concerning  evil  Angels;  and  that  their  Adver- 
faries  branded  them  with  a  falfe  Imputation. 
It  is  not  doubted  but  they  received  the  Books 
of  Mofes  as  Canonical  Scripture,  (and  it  is 
generally  believed,  the  Reft  of  the  Jewifh 
Canon  like  wife,  Scaliger’s  Elench,  Trihaeref. 
c,  xyi.)  and  we  find  in  them  fuch  frequent 
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Mention  of  the  Appearance  of  good  Angels* 
as  is  inconffilent  with  denying  their  Exi¬ 
gence  ;  and  we  are  no  where  told  how  they 
got  over  that  Difficulty,  or  what  Conftruc- 
tion  they  put  upon  thofe  Paffages  |[  ;  at  lead:, 
at  firft5  they  denied  the  Being  of  fuch  An¬ 
gels  only  as  were  evil :  And  the  Generality 
of  the  People  believing  the  fuperffitious 
Opinions  they  had  picked  up  in  Chaldea* 
which  were  very  much  augmented  by  re¬ 
ceiving  (and  that  too  not  all  at  once)  the 
apocryphal  Books  into  the  Canon  of  their 
Scriptures,  in  which  we  have  fuch  Notions 
of  Lemures,  Spectres,  Angels  and  Devils,  laid 
fuch  monftrous  Opinions  to  the  Sadducees 
Charge,  as  they  themfelves  might  not  pro- 
fefs :  However  this  be,  they  would  not  be 
the  only  Perfons  to  whom  have  been  afcribed 
Dodtrines  little  agreeable  to  their  real  Sen¬ 
timents  by  forced  Arts,  as  is  but  too  plain 
from  the  Controvertifts  of  our  own  Times, 
What  I  have  been  faying  on  this  Plead  is, 
however,  no  more  than  Conjecture,  though 

I 
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I  do  not  fee  how  they  could  have  continued, 
as  it  is  certain  they  did,  in  Communion  with 
the  jewifh  Church, if  they  had  really  held  the 
Opinions  they  are  charged  with,  or  have  got 
into  their  Hands,  in  the  Reign  of  Alexander, 
all  the  Places  in  the  Sanhedrim*,  or  have  hda 
fo  many  of  their  SsQ.  promoted  to  the  High 
Priefthood.  And  when  the  Pharifees  fprung 
up  as  a  Sedt,  and  appeared  in  Oppofition  to  the 
Sadducees,  having  intoxicated  their  fuperfti- 
tious  Underftandings  with  their  apocryphal 
Chaldee  Notions, which  by  thatTimewere  im¬ 
proved  by  their  Convention  with  the  Greeks, 
they  dreamed  of  nothing  but  Devils  and 
Spectres,  carried  the  Power  of  the  Devil  to 
a  furprifing  Height,  and  conceived  every 
Thing  they  did  not  underftand,  under  a 
Notion  of  evil  Spirits.  They  gave  Names 
derived  from  them  to  fuch  Qualities  and 
Properties  as  were  beyond  their  Knowledge ; 
and,  to  affront  and  run  down  the  Sadaucees, 
formed  their  Manner  of  Speech  and  Expref- 
fions,  in  all  pohrble  Infiances,  from  Angels 
and  Devils. 

D  2  Thus 
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Thus  they  faid  that  all  Diifempers  were 
brought  upon  Mankind  by  evil  Spirits  ;  efpe- 
dally,  fays  Dodor  Hammond,  (on  John  vii. 
20.}  a  great  Advocate  for  the  Reality  of 
Poffeffions, <c  thofe  who  were  more  ftrangely 
cC  afreded,  without  any  vifible  Caufe  of 
cC  were  generally  thought  to  fuffer  this  from 
<c  the  Devil’s  getting  Power  to  poffefs  them 
And  every  Difeafe  they  did  not  underhand* 
and  the  Effeds  of  which  they  could  not  ac¬ 
count  for,  (and  they  were  withal  very  igno¬ 
rant  both  in  Anatomy  and  Phyfic)  they 
attributed  to  their  Power,  and  fuppofed  that 
fome  Devil  or  other  entered  into  and  pof- 
feffed  fuch  Perfons  as  a  Punilhment  for  their 
Sins.  And,  it  may  be,  they  gave  (as  we 
find  the  Rabbins,  and  particularly  Maimo- 
nides,  who  was  both  the  mod  learned,  and 
the  foberefi:  of  them,  afterwards  did)  the 
Names  of  Devils  to  Difrempers.  “  Cordicus, 
fay  they,  is  a  Spirit  which  feizes  on  him 
who  drinks  too  much  Wine  out  of  the 
u  Wine-prefs  ;  and  of  Shibta  they  fay,  It 
it  is  a  Spirit  which  feizes  on  Children  by 
*c  the  Neck,  upon  the  Sinews  behind  the 

<c  Neck, 
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u  Neck,  and  dryeth  them  up  from  their 
<c  Ufe  and  Strength  till  it  kills  them  And 
Maimonides  fays,  4 4  A  Man  who  is  troubled 
<€  with  an  evil  Spirit,  and  fays  when  the 
u  Sicknefs  begins  upon  him,  w?rite  a  Bill  of 
€C  Divorcement  to  my  Wife,  he  lays  as  good 
a  as  nothing,  for  he  is  non  compos  Mentis  *f\” 
Thus  a  Man  was  no  fooner  feized  with  any 
ftrange  Effedt,  the  Caufe  of  which  was  not 
vifible,  than  they  immediately  cried,  the 
Devil  had  laid  hold  of  and  poffefied  him. 
And  hence  it  is  that  we  meet  with  fo  many 
Daemoniacks  in  the  Gofpels,  and  find  them 
mentioned,  not  as  a  Thing  that  was  fur- 
priiing  or  unufual  at  that  Time,  though  it 
would  be  difficult  to  meet  with  any  fuch 
now,  unlefs  it  be  where  the  true  Spirit  of 
Popery  (hews  itfelf  in  the  credulous  and  ig¬ 
norant  Superftition  of  the  People,  and  tri¬ 
umphs  over  the  Judgment  of  Mankind. 
They  fee  in  to  have  been  nothing  more  than 
Perfons  affebled  with  Madnefs,  Fits,  Con- 
vulfions,  the  Falling -  Sicknefs,  or  feme  fuch 
Diftemper,  which  was  beyond  their  Skill  and 

Capacity 
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Capacity  to  comprehend.  As  in  the  Cafe  of 
Lunacy  and  Madnefs :  They  not  knowing  _ 
how  to  account  for  fuch  a  Diforder  of  the 
Mind  and  Body,  and  Senfes,  efpecially  when 
it  proceeded  from  no  Difeafe  or  vifible  Caufe, 
they  never  looked  into  the  Symptoms  or  na¬ 
ture  of  the  Diftemper,  but  concluded,  and 
believed,  that  fuch  Perlons  were  afted  and 
troubled  by  lome  evil  Spint,  and  gave  ail 
fuch  the  Term  Axi^ovi^o^ivoi :  and  the  Gene¬ 
rality  of  thofe  who  have  that  Name  given 
them  m  the  G o (pels,  appear,  by  th>ur  wild  and 
raving  Behaviour,  to  be  hdadmen.  And  ac¬ 
cordingly  “  he  hath  a  Devil,  and  is  mad  } 
“  why  hear  ye  him  ?”  Johnx.  20.  are  two 
Terms  of  the  fame  Signification  joined  to¬ 
gether  to  denote  the  fame  T hing.  “  I  fup- 
tC  pofe  (fays  the  great  Mr.  Mede  on  the 
«  Place,  who  tells  us  that  he  was  perfuaded, 
«  till  he  fhould  hear  better  Reafon  to  the 
«t  contrary,  that  the  Daemoniacks  were  no 
other  than  what  we  call  lVladmen  and  Lu- 
“  naticks)  the  latter  Words  to  be  an  Expli- 
«  cation  of  the  former.”  So  again  John 
vii.  20.  “  The  People  anfwered  and  laid, 
“  Thou  haft  a  Devil  who  goeth  about  to 
«  hill  thee  V  The  only  Senfe  of  which  can 
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be,  “  Thou  art  certainly  mad  to  talk  thus.” 
And  agreeably  to  this,  when  the  Jews  taxed 
our  Saviour  with  Inconfiftence  in  his  Dif- 
courfe,  they  tell  him  that  he  had  a  Devil. 
John  viii.  48.  and  again,  “  Now  we 
“  know  that  thou  haft  a  Devil.  Abraham 
“  is  dead,  and  the  Priefts  ;  and  thou  iay’ft, 
“  If  a  Man  keep  my  faying,  he  (hall  never 
<*  tafte  Death.”  ver.  52.  And  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  who  had  a  right  Underftanding 
of  our  Saviour’s  Meaning,  and  concluded 
from  the  Coherence  of  his  Difcourfe,  that  he 
muft  be  in  his  right  Senfes,  faid,  “Thefe 
“  are  not  the  Words  of  him  that  hath  a 
“  Devil.”  John  x.  21.  “  Thefe  are  neither 
«  the  Words  nor  Addons  of  a  Madman,” 
as  Plammon  paraphrafes  it.  Their  common 
Phrafe  and  Manner  of  Speech  being  to  fay, 
that  fuch  Perfons  as  were  mad,  were  pof- 
feffed  by  a  Devil.  The  old  Greeks  had  not 
an  unlike  Opinion  of  their  mad  People  ;  they 
attributed  their  Diforder  to  their  being  deli¬ 
vered  over  to  Puries  by  the  Gods,  which  oe* 
prived  them  of  their  Reafon,  as  is  plain  from 
the  Stories  of  Hercules,  Alcmseon,  Oreftes, 
&c.  And  their  Cure  they  generally  attributed 
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to  Expirations,  or  the  Performance  of  feme 
religious  Rite  or  other.  Though  iorne  of 

O  O 

them,  it  is  certain,  have  had  their  Senfes 
reftored  to  them,  by  the  Ufe  of  Phyfick, 
which  {hews  plainly  that  their  Indifpofition 
was  within  the  Power  of  natural  Means  of 
Cure,  There  was  fomething  like  this  too 
amongft  the  old  Romans,  who  called  their 
Madmen  *  Cerriti  o*  Larvati .  They 
were  called  Cerriti >  as  if  they  were  a  Cerere 
fercujji.  Larvati ,  is  the  fame  as  Larvisy 
i.  e.  Dremonibus  aBi,  as  Feftin  fays  your 
Larvati  are  Furioji  &  Menu  moti ,  quaji 
Larvis  exterriti ;  as  if  they  had  been  frighted 
with  Spirits. 

But  the  Jews,  in  our  Saviour’s  Time,  be* 
iieved  not  only  fuch  Perfons  as  were  mad  to 
be  poffeffed  by  the  Devil,  butthofe  likewife 
who  were  affii&ed  with  any  Difeafe.,  which 
was  attended  with  ft  range  and  furprifing 
Symptoms.  This  is  plain  from  the  Perfon 
who  is  faid  to  be  poileffed,  Mat.  xvii.  18. 

but 
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bat  was  nothing  more  than  one  who  had  an 
Epilepfy  or  the  Falling  Sicknefs,  as  is  clear 
from  the  Defcription  given  us  of  his  Diforder, 
“  His  falling  into  the  Fire  and  Water  99 
and  from  what  the  Father  attributes  to  the 
Operations  of  the  Spirit,  Luke  ix.  39.  were 
we  have  an  Account  of  the  fame  Perfon* 
<c  Lo,  a  Spirit  taketh  him,  and  he  fiiddenly 
cc  crie  thousand it teareth  him  thathefoameth 
“  again,  and  broiling  him,  hardly  departeth 
a  from  him.”  And  from  his  being  worfe  at 
the  Change  of  the  Moon,  as  fuch  People  fre¬ 
quently  are,  he  is  faid  to  be  a  Luna  tick. 
Mat,  xvii.  15.  But  the  Effedts  of  the  Difeafe 
being  fomething  extraordinary,  the  People 
imagin’d  them  to  proceed  from  the  Devil  So 
likewife  the  Woman  who  had  been  for  eigh¬ 
teen  Years  crooked  whot6  was  bowed  together, 
“  and  could  in  no  wife  lift  up  herfelf/*  Luke 
xiii.  1 1.  is  faid  to  have  <c  had  a  Spirit  of  In- 
<£  firmity  eighteen  Years,”  and  to  have  been 
“  bound  by  Satan” 

It  was  not  an  unlike  Opinion  the  yews  had 
of  the  Cure,  in  fome  Cafes  at  lead,  of  their 
difeafed  Perfons,  they  attributing  it  to  a  good 

E  Angel, 
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Angel*  as  is  fufficiebtly  evident  from  the  Story 
of  our  Saviour’s  curing  the  Man  at  the  Pool  of 
Betbefda .  The  Waters  of  the  Pool  had  a 
healing  Quality  ^  the  daily  wa filing  the  En¬ 
trails  of  the  Sacrifices,  efpecially  at  their  great 
Feafls,  when  there  were  many  Thoufands  of 
them  offer’d,  the  Congelations  of  the  Blood, 
and  what  was  wafh’d  off  from  the  Carcafes, 
jinking  to  the  Bottom,  moved  or  troubled  the 
Waters,  and  communicated  to  them  a  fanatary 
Virtue,  infomuch,  that  whofoever  firfi  ftept 
in  was  cured  of  wbaifoever  Difeafe  he  had . 
This  the^w  afcribed  to  the  Operations  of  an 
Angel,  or  to  the  Angel  of  the  Lord,  as  it  is  in 
the  Alexandrian  Manujcript  >  tho’  it  is  very 
plain  to  any  one,  whoconfidersthe  Story,  and 
the  Cures  which  have  been  perform’d  by  the 
Application  of  the  warm  vital  Parts  of  Beads, 
that  it  was  a  natural,  not  a  miraculous.  Way 
of  Curing, 

The  jews  being,  as  we  have  feen,  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  feverai  Difeafes,  efpecially  fuch  as 
difturbed  the  Underftanding  and  diftorted  the 
Body,  tho’  not  at  all  unnatural  in  themfelves, 
were  owing  to  the  Perfon’s  being  feiz’d  by  evil 

Spirits,  and  pofTeffed  by  a  Devil  5  and  their 
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Common  Form  and  Manner  of  Speech  being 
framed  agreeably  to  fuch  a  Conception,  the 
Language  of  our  Saviour  and  his  Apo'ftles,  was 
neceffarily  to  be  formed  upon  the  fame  Model 
that  it  might  be  fuited  to  their  Apprehenfion. 
It  was  their  Furpofe  to  manifeft  the  Divinity 
of  their  Million  by  working  Miracles,  and, 
among  ft  others,  by  curing  Diftempers ;  not 
to  undeceive  Men  in  a  Point,  which  it  was  a 
Phyfician’s  Bufinefs  to  examine,  and  the  Con- 
fequence  of  which  did  not  at  all  concern  their 
eternal  Intereft.  They  do  not  therefore  trou¬ 
ble  themfelves  with  the  natural  or  metaphy- 
lical  Caufes  of  Things,  but  as  if  they  would 
fet  Bounds  to  our  Curioiity,  and  turn  our 
Thoughts  from  fuch  Objects,  the  Knowledge 
of  which j  is  not  neceflary  to  us,  the  better  to 
engage  our  Attention  to  inch  Subjects  as  more 
immediately  concern  our  Duty  and  Salvation. 
They  do  not  attempt  to  undeceive  the  People 
in  this  trivial  Error,  any  more  than  in  their 
Opinion  of  the  Power  of  Magick  and  En¬ 
chantments,  but  to  perfuade  them  to  draw 
the  natural  and  proper  Cq n feq ue nces  f ro m  their 
Difcourfes,  and  the  Miracles  they  wrought 
And,  the  better  to  attain  this  End,  in  all 

their  Reafonings  and  Adtings,  they  accom- 
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modate  themfelves  to  the  vulgar  Prejudices 
and  to  the  Opinions  commonly  received.  The 
fame  Method  are  Philofophers  and  the  Learned 
oblige  to  take,  whenfoever  they  fpeak  to  the 
Populace,  or  write  for  the  Ufe  of  common 
People  5  and  juft  fo  does  every  fkilful  Phyfi- 
cian,  when  he  vifus  an  hypocondriacal  Pa¬ 
tient  5  he  does  not  endeavour  to  convince 
him,  that  his  Diftemper  is  all  Imagination, 
but  fuits  his  Converfation  to  the  Circum- 
ftancesand  Difpofition  of  the  Perfon,  and  pre- 
fcribes  agreeably  to  the  Rules  of  his  Art.  This 
is  what  our  bleffed  Saviour  has  done  with  moft 
admirable  Patience,  Goodnefs  and  Wifdcm. 

/ 

And  the  fame  Ccurfe  muft  every  one  take, 
who  is  to  have  any  Thing  to  do  with  our  pre- 
fcnt  Americans',  who  have  the  very  fame 
Opinion  of  Dijeafes  and  Devils ,  as  the  jews 
antiently  had,  and  who  have  a  Company  of 
Exorciils  who  pretend  to  cure  their  Patients 
by  frighting  away  the  evil  Spirit  with  their 

antick  Tricks  and  hideous  Geftures. 

/ 

Let  us  examine  our  Saviour's  Carriage  in 
curing  the  Madman,  Matt.x iii.  28.  Mark 
v.  1.  Luke  viii.  2 6.  and  we  fhall  find  it  moft 
admirably  fuited  to  fuch  a  Patient.  This 
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Story  5s  more  particularly  related,  and  carrier 
as  I  faid,  ftronger  Marks  of  a  real  PofTeffion 
than  any  other.  And  if  1  (hall  not,  in  ex- 
plaining  this  Miracle,  keep  fo  clofe  to  the 
Letter  as  his  Lordfhip  has  done,  I  as  much 
venerate  and  acknowledge  the  divine  Power 
which  performed  it,  as  he  can  do  $  and  my 
Reader  will,  I  believe,  whether  he  joins  with 
me  in  Opinion  as  to  the  Reality  of  PoJJeJJions  or 
not,  own  that  it  is  as  really  and  truly  a  Mira¬ 
cle,  according  to  his  Lord (li ip’s  Notion  of  a 
Miracle,  and  as  certain  Evidence  of  a  divine 
Miffion  and  Authority,  to  reftore  a  Madman 
to  his  Senfes  by  the  Force  of  a  bare  Word,  and 
fpeak  him  into  the  right  Ufe  of  his  Reafon, 
as  to  ejedt  a  Parcel  of  Devils  out  of  him,  and  to 
deftroy  a  Herd  of  Swine  by  a  Command,  as  by 
a  Legion  of  evil  Spirits.  So  that  I  (han't  fear 
being  at  all  lufpedted  to  favour  Mr.  Wool/Ion  s 
Hypothecs,  which  I  am  as  far  as  any  one  living 
from  approving.  It  appears  then,  by  the 
Defcription  given  us  of  this  Man,  that  his  Body 
was  well  and  free  from  any  Malady, and, which 
is  common  with  Madmen,  that  he  had  a  for- 
prifing  Strength,  but  being  diforder'd  in  his 
Senfes,  he  thought  he  had  a  Legion  of  Devils 
within  him.  It  may  be,  he  believ'd  that  the 

Devils  which  poffeffed  People,  were  the  Souls 

of 
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of  evil  Men.  This  was  certainly  an  Opinion 
that  was  current  amongft  the  Jews  in  our 
Saviour*sTime,and  which  they  might  borrow, 
as  they  did,  a  great  many  Things  not  contra-* 
didory  to  their  Scriptures  from  the  Schools  of 
the  Platonijis .  Grotius  tells  us  fo  from  The* 
cphylaffi  And  human  wjclean  Souls  are 
reckon'd  amongft  Devils  in  the  Fragments  of 
the  antient  Book  of  Enoch .  Ju/lin  Martyr 
is  of  the  fame  Opinion  J,  and  therefore  calls 
them  Dcemoniacks ,  who  were  poffeffed  by  the 
Souls  of  the  DeadjJ.  And  pfofepbus  expreffty 
tells  us,  cc  that  the  Spirits  which  we  call 
<£  Devils,  are  only  the  Souls  of  wicked 
a  Men,  that  have  gotten  Poffefiion  of 
<£  living  Bodies,  and  would  undoubtedly 
“  deftroy  them,  if  they  were  not  prevented  •f*. 
And  if  fo,  this  Madman  might  likewife, 
agreeably  to  their  prevailing  Opinion,  believe 
one  Man  might  have  many  Souls,  and  be 
poffefted  with  many  Spirits ;  and  that  having 
refleded  too  much  on  this  Subjed,  he  had 
troubled  and  diforderd  his  Brain.  This  per¬ 
haps  made  him  retire  from  the  Convention 
of  the  World  $  and,  agreeably  to  the  Fancy  he 

had  poffeffed  himfelf  with,  as  fuch  Perfons 

love 

•  On  Mat.  viii.  28.  J  Apih  L  p.  44.  ||  Apol.  ii.  p,  65.^ 

f  De  Bello 3 1.  vii.c.25  . 
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love  to  footh  their  Melancholy,  he  took  up 
his  Refidence  amongft  the  Tombs,  where  the 
Solitude  of  the  Place  confirm’d  him  in  his 
feign’d  Opinion,  and  was,  as  he  thought,  an 
Abode  agreeable  to  his  Devils.  This  Perfon 
met  our  Blefled  Saviour,  “  worfhiped  him, 
u  and  cried  with  a  loud  Voice”  as  if  it  had 
been  the  Devils  fpeaking  thro’  his  Mouth,  that 
he  would  not  torment  them>  and  bejought  him 
that  if  he  did  caft  him  out  of  his  Body,  he 
would  not  fend  him  dire&ly  to  Hell,  the  Place 
of  their  Punifhment  and  Reftraint,  but,  as  a 
more  tolerable  State  of  Mifery,  fuffer  them  to 
go  into  a  Herd  of  Swine ,  which  was  feeding 
juft  by.  In  curing  this  Frantick  our  Saviour 
did  not  endeavour  to  make  him  fenfibleof  the 
Falfenefs  of  the  Notion  he  had  confirm’d  him- 
felf  in  ,but  humour’d  his  way  of  thinking,  fpoke 
to  him  as  if  he  was  fpeaking  to  the  Devils, 
commanded  them  to  come  out  of  him;  and  to 
give  the  Madman  a  Proof  of  his  Cure,  as  his 
Devils  had  defired  to  go  into  the  Swine,  he 
granted  their  Requeft  ;  but  as  if  this  had  not 
been  fufficient  to  heal  his  wounded  Spirit,  to 
convince  him  that  the  Swine  really  had  the 
Devils  he  imagin’d  in  him  felf,  they  run  with 
great  Violence  down  a  Precipice  into  the  Sea, 

This 
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This  ftruck  his  Imagination  fo  flrongly,  he 
believing  in  the  miraculous  Power  of  Chrifl , 
(who  at  the  fame  Time  by  his  Omnipotence 
operated  on  his  Blood,  removed  the  Caufe  of 
his  Diforder,  and  reftored  his  Spirits  to  their 
properTone)  that  he  perfuaded  himfclf  he  was 
cured,  aded  and  talk'd  like  one  who  had  been 
deliver'd  from  fo  many  Devils,  In  this,  and 
all  the  like  Cafes,  all  the  Intention  our  Saviour 
had,  was  to  cure  the  Diflempcr,  not  the  Mis¬ 
take  of  the  People  ;  as  they  attributed  their 
Infirmities  to  PofTeffions,  he  left  them  in  the 
Belief  that  the  Cure  was  Ejection.  <c  He 
always,"  fays  the  Dean  of  Sarum ,  tc  avoids 
<c  the  Enquiry  into  the  natural  or  metsphy- 
‘‘  heal  Caufes  of  things,  (as  in  the  Cafe  of  the 
“  Man  that  was  born  blind,  and  of  the  eigh- 
cc  teen  Perfons  upon  whom  the  Tower  in 
<c  Siloam  fell)  and  bids  Men  apply  the  external 
u  Fads  only  to  themfelves,  and  make  a  right 
tc  Ufe  of  them  for  their  Improvement.  And 
“  the  fame  may  be  faid  concerning  that  Power 
which  we  find  fo  often  aferibed  to  the 
Devil  over  the  Bodies  of  Men,  to  inflid 
u  feveral  Difeafes ;  particularly  what  is  called 
a  FofTeffion.  The  Teftimony  our  Saviour 

gave  of  his  Power  and  Authority,  was  the 
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Working  of  Miracles.— The  Principal  of 
thefe,  was  the  coring  all  Sorts  of  Difeafcs, 
of  how  long  Continuance,  and  of  how 
great  Malignity  foever.  Now  this  Power 
was  equally  evidenced,  whatever  the 
phyfical  Caufe  of  the  Diftempers  were. 
So  that  it  is  not  material  as  to  the  religious 


Ufes  to  be  made  of  them,  what  Caufe  they 
are  afcribed  to.  It  may  be  an  Error  in 
natural  Philofophy,  but  by  the  Truth  of 
Religion  is  not  at  all  affedted  by  it.  And 
hence  it  is  that  the  Writers  of  the  New 
Te (lament,  though  they  perfectly  agree  in 
every  Thing  that  is  effential  to  Religion, 
yet  they  are  not  fo  very  nice  and  exaft  in 
the  more  remote  Circum (lances  of  their 
Relations.  And  therefore  a  Fait  is  fome- 
times  reprefented  in  different  Expreffions, 
according  to  the  Notions  of  the  Per  fens  to 
whom  it  was  delivered,  or  the  different 
Views  of  them  that  related  it.  Thus  in 
the  ijih  of  St.  Mat .  xiv.  The  Man  who 
applies  to  our  Saviour  to  heal  his  Son,  in 
his  Defcription  of  the  Difeafe,  ufes  feveral 
Expreffions  fignifying  the  fame  Thing  ;  as 
that  he  was  lanatick ,  that  he  was  fore  vexed 
or  as  it  is  in  the  Original  xzxus  vcco-ysi  he 

F  “  JMfered 
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tC  fuffercd  grievoujly .  And  in  the  curing  of 
“  him,  it  is  faid  at  the  1 8 th  ver.  that  Jefus 
a  rebuked  the  Devil  and  he  departed  out  of 
<c  him*  From  which  Account  it  is  evident 
<c  that  fome  of  thefe  Expreffions  mu  ft  be 
<c  metaphorical,  becaufe  the  fame  Effedt  is 
<c  afcribed  to  different  Caufes.  So  that  it  is 
<c  moft  probable  that  thefe  Denominations 
<c  were  given  from  different  Confiderations 
“  of  the  fame  Difeafe  ;  as  that  of  Lunacy , 
<c  from  the  periodical  Revolution  of  it ;  that 
of  evil  juffe  ring  from  the  Effects;  and  that 
of  PofeJJion ,  from  the  reputed  Caufe.  And 
<c  if  every  one  of  thefe  be  included  the  true 

i 

<c  Inference  to  be  drawn  is  this,  that  Chrift^ 
<c  who  by  the  Word  of  his  Mouth,  healed 
<c  the  Perfon  thus  affvdted  was  fuperior  to  all 
11  thefe  Caufes^*.”  It  is  no  Wonder  this 
Opinion  of  PojJeJJion  fhould  continue  in  the 
Chriftian  Church.  The  Converts,  both  Jew- 
ijh  and  Gentile ,  brought  (together  with  the 
My ft i cal  way  of  interpreting  Scripture  f)  as 
many  of  their  old  Superftitions  over  with 
them  to  their  new  Religion,  at  leaft  as  they 
could  think  confiftent  with  it.  The  Jews 
their  Opinions  of  Devils ,  and  the  Gentiles 

theirs 

*  Origin  and  Caufe  of  Moral  Evil,  p.  278,  &c» 

+ See  his  Lord  (hip’s  3d.  ch. 
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theirs  of  their  Gods,  which  the  ChriAians 
were  willing  enough  they  fhould  retain,  pro¬ 
vided  they  would  believe  them  to  be  Devils 
too.  And  then  the  moft  antient  Tranflations 
of  the  Scriptures,  the  Septuagint  that  of 
ylquila  of  Ponticus ,  who  made  life  of  a 
Hebrew  Copy  that  was  extreamly  corrupted 
by  the  Rabbins  ;  of  Theodofion  of  Ephefus , 
who  took  the  Liberty  both  to  leave  out  and 
to  add  great  Things,  as  Origen  has  obferved  $  . 
and  the  old  Italick  Verfon  ;  were  all  of  them 
form’d  upon  the  "JewiJlo  Tafte  and  Opinions. 
And  thefe  the  firft  Chrijliam  were  obliged  to 
make  ufe  of,  their  being  very  few  of  them 
who  had  a  thorough  Underftanding  of  He¬ 
brew.  And  when  Origen  publifhed  his 
Hexapla ,  and  Jero?n  review’d  and  amended 
the  old  Italick  Verfion,  tho’  they,  being  both 
of  them  Men  of  the  greateft  Learning,  dripped 
thofe  Works  of  a  great  many  old  Superftitions, 
yet,  not  being  perfectly  free  from  Chaldeipn 
themfelves,  efpecially  Origen  as  appears  by  his 
Writings  againft  Celfus ,  their  Performances 
could  not  but  retain  a  Tindure  of  it.  They 
had  both  of  them  been  forced  to  make  ufe 
of  Pharifees ,  who  were  the  great  Admirers 
of  the  Talmud ,  to  teach  them  Hebrew  and 

Chaldee, 
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Chaldee,  who  it  is  probable  might  infinuate 
feme  of  their  Prejudices  into  them;  from 
which,  and  their  examining  the  different 
Verfions  which  went  before  them,  it  is  no 
wonder  their  Works  fhould  fometimes  fmeil 
oXjChaldaick  Super  hi  lions.  And  then  the 
fuppofnitious  Shepherd  of  Her  mas ,  St.  Bar - 
nab  ad  s  Epiftle,  the  Sybil  line  Oracle s,  and 
abundance  of  other  forged  Writings,  which 
were  received,  feme  of  them  even  by  the 
Orthodox,  into  the  Canon  of  Scripture,  being 
ft  lifted  with  the  Apparitions  or  Angels  and 


Daemons,  and  the  like  fuperftitious  No¬ 
tions,  could  not  but  greatly  contribute  to  the 
retaining  many  of  the  old  Super ftitions.  And 
when  the  Monks  fpmng  up,  their  Writers 
having  brought  the  Dodtrine  of  Pcpfe [lions  to 
the  grateft  Perfection,  they  founded  upon  it 


t  A  Jt 


heir  Arts  of  i mpo.fi ng  upon  abigotted  People 
to  fuccefffully  that  they  drew  the  whole 
Wealth  of  the  Laity  into  their  Hands,  and 
enriched  themfelves  at  the  Expence  of  a  delu¬ 


ded  People,  who  parted  not  only  with  their 
Eftates  but  Underftandings  alfo.  But  Proicf- 


t anti j m  has  introduced  a  Freedom  of  Thin¬ 
king  which  is  inconfift'ent  with  their  Doc- 
nine;  and  it  I  have  made  uie  of  that  Freedom 
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to  deftroy  the  Foundation  they  built  their  Arts 
of  Impaling  upon,  his  Lordlhip,  whom  I 
reverence  and  efteem,  and  know  to  be  a  fin- 
cere  Proteftant  will,  I  hope,  excufe  me,  tho*  I 
have  advanced  an  Argument  difagreeable  to 
his  Way  of  thinking  againft  the  Superftition 
of  a  Church  I  know  him  to  be  a  hearty  Enemy 
to.  No  One  can  more  than  I  do  efteem  his 
Lordfhip's  great  Strength  of  Reafoning5  his 
vaft  Learning  and  thorough  Knowledge  of  the 
Fathers,  which  have  fitted  him  to  adorn  his 
high  Station,  and  enable  him  to  write  an 
irrefragable  Defence  of  our  Bleflfed  Saviour's 
Miracles,  which  muft  always  be  refpedted  by 
every  fincere  Chadian,  and  po fiefs  all  Men 
with  the  Deference  which  is  juftly  due  to  his 
Dignity  and  Perfon  ;  and  if  I  have  noted 
any  Thing,  which  has  fallen  without  due 
Thought  from  his  Pen,  let  it  be  afcribed  to 
hisUncafinefs  at  being  filent,  while  Infidelity 
talked  fo  loud,  and  appeared  boldly  without 
either  Shame  or  Reft  rain  t9 
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